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PART I 


The Principles of Stewardship 

Text: "Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What 
shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after 
all these thin gs do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” Matthew 6:31-33. 

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is 
the first and great commandment.” Matthew 22:37, 38. 

W HEN Christopher Columbus sailed from the Spanish 
Port of Palos, he expected his westward course to bring 
him to the magic coast of India. But God had planned infinitely 
greater things than Columbus had anticipated. When the keel 
of the “Pinta” touched the sands of Salvador, he had discovered 
something vastly more wonderful than the fabled treasures of 
the East. He had opened the door to the marvelous American 
continent, hidden through ages and generations that it might be 
the birthplace of spiritual liberty and of this last-day advent 
movement. Marvelous are the ways of God, and inscrutable His 
providences until He opens them to the ken of man. So it has 
always been. And thus it proves to be with the unexpected 
wealth of principles and precepts enfolded in man's stewardship 
of God’s possessions. Launching into a new study of tithing, 
there has opened up, for me at least, a whole new hemisphere 
of wondrous spiritual blessings through the all-comprehensive 
truth of stewardship. 

This mighty principle neither begins nor ends with money. 
Tithing is stewardship as far as it goes. But stewardship in its 
larger aspects is the all-inclusive principle of the whole of life. 
It is not a theory nor a philosophy but a working program. It is 
in verity the Christian law of living. It forms the Christian 
appraisal of privilege, opportunity, power, and talent. It is nec¬ 
essary to an adequate understanding of life, and essential to a 
true, vital religious experience. It is not simply a matter of 
mental assent, but is an act of the will and a definite, decisive 
transaction touching the whole perimeter of life. 


( 5 ) 



6 


STEWARDSHIP IN ITS LARGER ASPECTS 


The Christian principle of stewardship can not be rightly 
understood or practiced without recognition of the divine Person 
to whom we are accountable. But when God is acknowledged 
as owner of all a man’s possessions, He Himself will come into a 
man’s life as counselor and lord. Let a person once see this and 
realize its practical implications, and God becomes a presence, 
personal and real,and the man’s entire conception of and relation 
to life is revolutionized. Life is glorified by the vastness of the 
wondrous relationship. Man becomes conscious of the high com¬ 
pulsion of loyalty as the motivating force of life. Such a one 
feels the thrill of actual fellowship with God. 

Such a view of life involves proportioning life’s resources to 
meet life’s obligations. Every aspect of a man’s life is thus to be 
trained and developed and fitted for service. Our strength, tal¬ 
ent, time, and all is laid upon the altar to be administered as a 
trust from God. Thus the heart of stewardship is partnership 
with the Divine. It recognizes the fatherhood of the Creator, 
and finds expression in loving concern for each of His creatures. 
When life is so regarded, mere rules of conduct are superseded 
by the sway of mighty principles, and life can never be the same 
thereafter. 

STEWARDSHIP A TRUST WITH ESTABLISHED TERMS 

We are stewards of our personality—that intangible yet in¬ 
tensely real force that operates on other people. We are stewards 
of life, the whole of it,— inside, outside, everything. All is lifted 
to a new and vastly higher level. Such stewardship involves a 
man’s attitude toward all the things he controls. It is related to 
material things because material things have a definite bearing 
upon the higher life. Thus we come to sense the spiritual origin, 
purpose, and meaning of our possessions. Stewardship brings 
business under the reign of the golden rule instead of into the 
clutches of the rule of gold. All business for the steward there¬ 
fore becomes God’s business. Whether a man be in the ministry, 
the mission field, in professional or business life, or engaged in 
manual labor, every calling, if it be God’s call, is a sacred and 
holy calling. Business for him is then business for God and with 
God. Christ thus becomes the master craftsman of every trade, 
the yoke-fellow in life’s responsibilities. 
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Stewardship shows the true relationship between a man and 
his money.— that relation being a trust, with the terms already 
established. Thus the handling of money becomes a great sacra¬ 
ment. As we are stewards of all that passes through our hands, 
we are under eternal obligation to use all as God wants. While 
the tithe is the common test oj stewardship, the other test is the 
use a man makes oj the principal. This consciousness of divine 
ownership of all sanctifies the nine tenths that remain. It puts 
the check on selfish spending, and injects a wholesome, sacred 
ideal into this modern riot of extravagance. Thus the tithe 
emerges as the basis of acknowledging the all-comprehensive 
ownership and sovereignty of God. The principle of tithe inheres 
in this mutual relationship. The law of the tithe states the pro¬ 
vision. but does not give the reason. But it was instituted as a 
perpetual safeguard lest we fall into thinking that we own the 
values in our possession. 

TITHING MORE THAN MAINTAINING CHURCH BUDGETS 

Some of us have seemingly had the conception that tithing is 
little more than an efficient business system for supporting the 
church. This sweeping principle of a stewardship is too often 
narrowed to a mere financial plan, whereas it is a fundamental, 
underlying the whole meaning of life itself. God has in mind 
something infinitely larger than church budgets. One may pay 
tithe and yet be far from the spirit of stewardship. Mere meticu¬ 
lous tithing will never save the soul. It has no personal value 
unless it is but the outward expression of an inward grace. True 
tithing is simply the symbol of utter consecration. It involves 
a new vision of relationships and values. It ushers in a new sense 
of accountability toward God and a new recognition of respon¬ 
sibility toward man. It is simply the first and second “great com¬ 
mandments” in daily operation. The principle oj stewardship in 
its broader sense is essential to all cooperation between God and 
man. That God chose to place His powers and resources under 
the law oj stewardship in creation is one oj the most impressive 
facts in the universe. 

It is a tragedy ever to limit the principle of stewardship to a 
financial system. Nevertheless, the usual reference revolves 
about receipts, and the amount rolling into the treasury. Such a 



8 


STEWARDSHIP IN ITS LARGER ASPECTS 


perversion is an act of violence against a far-reaching provision. 
It cheapens a great message. For when this great stewardship 
truth that has its origin in the mind and will of God is proclaimed 
in the setting simply of a tax or revenue, it loses its true force. 
The primary purpose of tithing in the plan of God is not to raise 
money, but to build and enrich character. To become a steward 
means to accept responsibility, and to accept responsibility 
strengthens character. Money is merely the by-product, but it 
will be the inevitable by-product. The hour has come when this 
whole question of tithing should be lifted out of any narrow, 
mercenary, metallic setting on to the sure foundation principles 
of stewardship. 

TITHING A TEST OP SINCERITY 

I have less and less of a desire to stress the money side as 
primary, but to place as uppermost God’s paramount purpose of 
character building, for it possesses character-building power. 
Then the money part will be sure and steadfast. The foundation 
of all character is this sense of dependence upon, and responsi¬ 
bility to, God, as creator and owner of all. God is thus preparing 
men for eternity through partnership with Himself in time, and 
the tithe is the test of a steward’s sincerity. So we may say that 
the tithe is not so much a law as the tangible expression oj a 
foundational principle, which, in turn, rests upon our inescapable 
relationship of creature to Creator. It is incapable of being abro¬ 
gated as long as this relationship obtains. The principle is 
simply that of putting God and His kingdom first, as enunciated 
in the introductory text. Such a constant, conscious concept of 
mind or attitude of spirit, dominating the life, consecrates all 
acts and attitudes of life from which other things, such as money, 
naturally and inevitably flow. It becomes the regulative prin¬ 
ciple of our existence. Such a consecration is the corner stone of 
all character transformation. And our individual well-being is 
the inevitable product of such relationship. Thus the divine pro¬ 
gram of stewardship is a lifelong process of training men through 
the medium of material things, of which money is most potent. 
In its financial aspect stewardship becomes the Christian inter¬ 
pretation of money,—its acquisition, handling, disbursing. In 
its tithing phase it is the acknowledgment of God’s ownership, 



THE PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP 9 

the token of our consecration, the pledge of our allegiance, and 
the witness of our faith. It is not simply an intelligent act, but 
an attitude that controls action. 

Stewardship is seeking first the kingdom 1 With many, self, 
home, business, pleasure, come first. “After all these things do 
the Gentiles seek.” It is preeminently the passion and policy of 
the world. After time and attention have been given to these 
things, if anything is left it is given to God. God’s plan is to 
reverse the order, to change the center of gravity. So it has to do 
with daily living. It shifts the center of life. That is its object 
and outcome. When this is done, God guarantees to add “all 
these things”—our material needs. Therefore tithing is not an 
isolated act by itself. It connects vitally with every other Chris¬ 
tian duty and truth. 

W r ith this thought in view, let us now attempt to get back of 
the question of simply paying our tithes, and consider the under¬ 
lying principles of stewardship, which are three in number; let 
us get below the surface and see the threefold, basic groundwork 
upon which God places this whole obligation of money, and upon 
that triple foundation build the structure. 

GOD ABSOLUTE OWNER AND PROPRIETOR 

The first principle is: God is the absolute owner of all 
things. He is absolute because He has the power to create with¬ 
out restraint, and to possess without dependence. He is owner 
because He is creator. “By Him were all things created, that are 
in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all 
things were created by Him, and for Him: and He is before all 
things, and by Him all things consist.” Colossians 1:16, 17. 

If we trace back the title deeds of all estates to the original 
ownership, we find “in the beginning God.” He has never re¬ 
nounced His proprietary rights to the things He has created. 
Across every title deed executed is written in indelible letters, 
“The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein.” Psalm 24:1. The Most High has never 
conveyed away His right and title as absolute owner. He has 
allowed many generations to use His possessions, but has never 
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surrendered His ownership. They are all to be held at the call of 
the owner. That is the starting point oj stewardship. Everything 
relating to the handling or use of money is to be looked at from 
that point of view. In civil engineering all measurements are 
from a “base line,” which is the ocean level. God’s ownership is 
the true base line for a proper survey of the whole territory of 
stewardship. 

WE ARE HIS STEWARDS 

Second, since God is owner and absolute proprietor, we are 
His stewards. Now a steward is a person intrusted with the 
management of affairs or possessions not his own. He is the 
guardian of another’s goods, not the owner; and he is never to 
forget it, but administers according to the desire of the owner. 
A steward is one who keeps watch and ward. His possessions are 
delegated possessions. They are comparable to the “pounds” 
delivered to the stewards in the parable of Luke 19:12, 13, to 
whom the owner said, “Occupy till I come.” None considered 
the pounds their own. Even the unfaithful one spoke of “thy 
pound.” It was not a gift, but a trust. Likewise we are trustees 
with specified privileges and responsibilities. “To have is to owe, 
not to own;” hence the appropriateness of the admonition, 
“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faith¬ 
ful.” 1 Corinthians 4:2. Daniel Webster, when asked what was 
the greatest thought that had ever entered his mind, said signifi¬ 
cantly, “My accountability to God Almighty.” To appropriate 
and use wrongly what God has committed in trust to us is no less 
a sin and crime than for a cashier to appropriate trust funds for 
his own use. And, as in the parable of the pounds, the day of 
reckoning will come. We can no more escape the claims of stew¬ 
ardship than we can “death and taxes.” Steward and steward¬ 
ship go together just like citizen and citizenship. Both spell 
responsibility. So our stewardship is the second great corollary 
principle. 

Then, third, God’s ownership and man’s stewardship call 
for a definite acknowledgment,— that one has acquired and 
is administering the property of another. For this God has speci¬ 
fied the tithe. It is perilous hypocrisy to talk of God’s sovereign 
ownership and man’s stewardship, but refuse to make material 
acknowledgment. Mark you, acknowledgment is not the same 
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as recognition of the claim. Recognition is a matter of mental 
acquiescence; acknowledgment is discharging the obligation,— 
an act of honor. Nor is this a play upon words. We must ac¬ 
knowledge the sovereignty that we recognize. If we omit this 
acknowledgment, we commit the sin of presumption. 

TITHING AN ACT OF WORSHIP 

The true rendering of the tithe is an act of worship. The 
acknowledgment I bring should signify God’s ownership, and 
ever be rendered in that worshipful spirit. Cast into God’s 
treasury in the right spirit, the tithe receives the stamp of the 
mint of heaven. It is not then simply a pious performance of 
duty. It is the identification of purpose of man with God. It 
signifies a spiritual partnership and personal fellowship between 
God and man, and constitutes a visible demonstration thereof. 
So rendered, it is an act of loving faith and obedience far beyond 
any shibboleth of words. True worship, either as manifested 
through prayer or through service, can not be properly rendered 
without this obedience. When a man turns over his tithe in this 
spirit, it is a personal acknowledgment of the King eternal, im¬ 
mortal, invisible. Or, to state it differently, it is not so much a 
payment of an obligation as the acknowledgment of his obliga¬ 
tion, which is much broader. 

It is my solemn conviction that one of the greatest needs of 
the hour, next to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, is for the 
remnant church to have a new vision of God’s ownership and 
man’s stewardship, and a new experience in practical acknowl¬ 
edgment of that blessed relationship. The Holy Spirit can work 
fully only through personalities who have consciously accepted 
this principle of stewardship into their whole lives. We have 
nothing we did not receive, and we ourselves are not our own; 
we “are bought with a price.” 1 Corinthians 6:20. The blood 
of Christ is not only an expiation, it is our purchase price. And 
every throb of the pulse, every faculty of the nature, and every 
possession we hold is but a grant from God. We must stand on 
the platform with Paul and declare our allegiance to Him “whose 
I am, and whom I serve.” Acts 27 :23. 

Such vision and experience is absolutely necessary as a pro¬ 
tection to the soul against pagan enslavement to the love of 
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money. Money is the most perilous thing, next to the baser, 
sensual nature, with which we have to cope. It is one of the most 
dangerous forces existent, for the lure of mammon is stronger 
than the will of man. When in conflict with the will, the latter 
goes under but for the grace of God. Man is safe from the sub¬ 
tlety of gold only when this sacred relationship of God, man, and 
money, as implied in stewardship, has full possession of the life. 

Some have the mistaken idea that the devil made the world’s 
money to lure us to disaster. But the devil never made anything 
of value. God made all things, including all sources of money 
and wealth, and pronounced them “very good.” It is the rebel¬ 
lion, the perversion, the defiance, of sin that has brought the 
disaster. Money is a measure of values, representing life, labor, 
and time. But the way in which a man uses money profoundly 
affects his character. Many a man’s money stands between his 
soul and God, and the bars that shut him out of the kingdom will 
be found to be of silver and of gold. 

MONEY IS STORED POWER 

Money is a good servant but a bad master. It is stored power. 
A power for evil when abused, it can be an even greater power 
and blessing for good. The question is, In which direction shall 
it be loosed? There is nothing inherently wrong with gold and 
silver, else they are a rebuke on the Almighty Himself for having 
placed these precious metals in the mountains. Money is the 
recognized medium of exchange for the fruits of God’s earth and 
the products of man’s toil. It is a necessary and powerful agent 
identified with everything we daily handle. Money itself is 
neutral, or nonmoral, in character. We speak of money as 
“tainted” and as “filthy lucre.” Of course it isn’t the money, but 
it is the men who are really tainted. While the love of money is 
the root of all kinds of evil, God designs that money shall become 
to His stewards the root of all kinds of good. It is the regenera¬ 
tion of men that is needed to assuage the money fever. 

The tragedy of the ages is that man, made in the image of 
God and designed to live forever, should be possessed by the 
passion for earthly and temporal possessions. Alas, the mists 
that mantle history are crimsoned with the blood of innumerable 
hosts slain by the love of money. And it is still monarch, ruling 
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republics, enslaving empires, dominating hemispheres, and 
blighting the lives of hosts of professed Christians. 

But it is in accordance with the divine method to rescue the 
instruments of evil and convert them into the agencies of grace. 
It is God's design that stewardship shall take money, the very 
embodiment of the power of this world, its self-interest, covet¬ 
ousness. and pride, and change it into an instrument for God’s 
service and glory. Thus used, it can develop and strengthen our 
love as it calls us to careful and sympathetic consideration of 
the needs of those about us. It may be one of the choicest means 
of continuous fellowship with Christ, through constant renewal 
and surrender of all to Him. It may become evidence of the 
earnestness with which we walk before Him in self-denial, faith, 
and love. 

COVETOUSNESS A FIERCE FOE TO MAN 

The crime of the ages is the base prostitution of money. More 
suffering has come to the human race through the curse of gold 
than perhaps through any other source. It has inspired the most 
dastardly and villainous deeds in the history of the world. Em¬ 
pires have been wrecked, nations ruined, continents have been 
plunged into the most bloody and devastating wars, families and 
individuals have engaged in the bitterest feuds and quarrels, not 
because of penury and pinching poverty but because of a wrong¬ 
ful, wicked abuse of money. Covetousness, “the sin we are 
afraid to mention,” is one of the most deadening and damning 
sins mentioned in the Bible. One of the Ten Commandments 
deals with it exclusively; and this marks it as one of the fiercest 
foes of a man’s life. 

The sin of covetousness will not go unpunished. Divine dis¬ 
pleasure was visited upon Achan because he coveted and grasped 
the wedge of gold and the Babylonish garment. It fell upon 
Gehazi, who ran after Naaman and, with lying words, received 
two talents of silver and two changes of raiment, and the leprosy 
of Naaman came upon him. Death smote Ananias and Sapphira, 
who kept back part of the price. That’s the sin I am talking 
about. There are thousands who are withholding and using 
God s money systematically and habitually. The eighth com¬ 
mandment does not say, “Thou shalt not steal—except from the 
Lord.” Ah, we must each stand before the judgment seat of 
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Christ for our gettings and our givings, our accumulations and 
our expenditures, our motives and our methods. These are all to 
be brought under the searching scrutiny of Him whose eyes are 
“as a flame of fire.” 

May I interject a word here about the relation of spirituality 
to money? I realize that to many the money question is a deli¬ 
cate theme. That gross and filthy metal that we call money, that 
we pretend to despise in seasons of spiritual exaltation, is to be 
eschewed. Our spiritual sensibilities are so delicate that we are 
prone to soar above so sordid a subject. When a preacher speaks 
on money, he is bound to be criticized by some who clamor for 
the “gospel.” But if the money question is not included in the 
gospel, then Jesus spent a large portion of His time preaching 
and teaching something besides the gospel, and a large portion 
of the New Testament deals with a theme foreign to the gospel. 
Applied Christianity demands the discussion of the money ques¬ 
tion. It is often the acid test of all our profession. 

We might suppose the greatest spiritual Teacher of the ages 
would confine Himself to discourses on faith, hope, and love. It 
comes as a distinct surprise to many to learn how much Jesus 
had to say on the right or wrong use of property or money. It was 
the theme of the majority of His addresses and parables. One 
verse in every six in Matthew, Mark, and Luke are on money, 
we are told, as are also sixteen of the twenty-nine parables. 

WHAT JESUS THOUGHT AND SAID ABOUT MONEY 

It is immaterial what men think, but it is of greatest conse¬ 
quence to know what Jesus thought and said about money. Just 
scan swiftly the mountain peaks of His teaching. Begin with 
the world’s greatest sermon, in Matthew 6:19-34. Catch the 
phrases, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,” “No 
man can serve two masters,” “Take no thought . . . what ye 
shall eat, or what ye shall drink,” “Seek ye first the kingdom, 

. . . and all these things shall be added.” Jumping over to 
Matthew 19:16-22, we find the interview with the rich young 
ruler. Note the words: “Sell that thou hast,” “give to the poor,” 
“come and follow Me.” The trouble was that the young man did 
not regard himself as steward, but as owner. Had he the true 
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vision, it would not be hard to part with the Lord’s money. God 
put Abraham to the test, but would not let him carry it out. 
Christ put the young ruler to the test, and he failed. If he had 
started to carry it out, Jesus doubtless would have stopped him. 
He did not want his money; He wanted to save his soul. “How 
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
God ! " Mark 10*: 23. 

When Jesus had finished talking to the young ruler, Peter 
asked. "What shall we have?” and Jesus assured him of an 
hundredfold of material necessities, and eternal life. (Matthew 
19:27-29.) Then in Matthew 20 is the parable of the house¬ 
holder; in Matthew 21, the vineyard and the unfaithful hus¬ 
bandmen; and in Matthew 22, the Pharisees seek to entangle 
Him on taxes and tithes. He replies, “Render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things 
that are God's.” Thus Christ recognizes the right of the state 
to tax the citizen. The connection is clear and logical that He 
refers to tithing in the same sentence, when touching our rela¬ 
tionship to God. In Matthew 23 He pronounces the woe on the 
literalist tithers who so grossly violate the whole spirit of it. In 
Matthew 25 is the parable of the talents. The Master repeats 
the principle again and again, that God has placed these talents 
in trust, and we are responsible to Him. In Mark 12 Jesus sat 
over against the treasury and drew the lesson of the widow and 
the two mites. Giving money,— a part of our religious life,— 
watched over by Christ! What a thought! Then in Luke 12 :15 
is this : “Beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth not 
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” And next 
in chapter 12 is the parable of the rich fool, and the question, 
“Then whose shall those things be?” Just one more in Luke 16, 
—the unjust steward. That is the climactic key. Stewardl and 
God's ownership! How can we make such a survey without 
being profoundly impressed that concerning this monetary ques¬ 
tion there is not only peril but abundant guidance and help? 

In order to escape the snares of gold, we need the potent pro¬ 
tection of God’s grace through the security of this stewardship- 
relationship with God. Especially is this true in these last days 
of rampant covetousness. References on stewardship shine 
through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation, strung like a 
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veritable milky way across its pages,—1,565 of them. So I have 
no apology to offer for thus leading your minds for a little time 
into this financial phase of the question of stewardship. 

Rightly understood and practiced, tithing is an act of worship 
as essential as prayer and praise. Worship is the giving of self 
to God. Money is in a sense a part of self, representing brain and 
brawn. “What shall I render unto the Lord?” asks the psalmist. 
Praise, adoration, worship, heart, life,— and money, is the an¬ 
swer. Such an acknowledgment is no less an act of worship. The 
Chinese Christians call the tithes “fragrant money.” Incense 
with its rising column of aromatic smoke has ever been a symbol 
of devotion. “And the Lord smelled a sweet savor.” True, the 
essential point is not the tithe, but the tither; not the gift, but 
the giver; not the money, but the man; not the possessions, but 
the possessor. Profession is not enough. Reality must go with 
the profession. Consecration needs to be carefully watched, 
whether it be reality or sham. And the tithe is the most tangible, 
personal, practical, proportionate, and powerful way of acknowl¬ 
edging the ownership of God and the stewardship of man devised 
since the creation of the world. 

SPIRITUALITY NOT TO BE DIVORCED FROM MONEY 

Love to God consists not in emotion, but in obedience to His 
will. Much of our testimony is in words. Through stewardship 
we rise to a tangible partnership with the Infinite in all our 
expenditures, recognizing all as a trust, and putting God first in 
the nine tenths as well as in the dedicated tenth. It is futile to 
talk of loving God supremely, with all the heart, soul, and mind 
unless we are adequately sharing with Him. It is vain to speak 
of loving our neighbors as ourselves if we selfishly spend money 
on self without giving a worthy share for others at home and 
abroad, for we are debtors to all men for the grace that has 
come to us. 

Conversion is truly the test of our Christianity, and our 
financial relationship to God is an essential aspect of conversion. 
Spirituality is not to be divorced from money. Think of Jacob’s 
ladder, the angels, the vision of God, the gate of heaven, and the 
promises. And note how it was connected with the tithe. After 
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this spiritual vision his immediate pledge was, “Of all that Thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto Thee.” Genesis 
2S: 22. The money that belongs to God, and is being kept by 
His people, is one of the greatest hindrances to vital spirituality 
in the church to-day. When we get as near to God as Jacob was, 
there will be no question about tithing. We often hear and fre¬ 
quently say that if the church is right spiritually there will be 
no trouble about money. But with that let us also remember that 
we shall never get right with God spiritually until we get right 
with Him financially. 

We live in the time of the latter rain. Think back to the actu¬ 
ality of the former rain. Ponder the scenes of Pentecost, and 
recall the after effect of the baptism of the Holy Spirit upon the 
finances of the believers. It will be seen that Pentecost empha¬ 
sized the principle of stewardship, and money returned to its 
rightful relationship. Thousands were lifted out of selfishness 
to consider their possessions a trust. Read it in Acts 2:41-47. 
In Acts 4:32 we find, “Neither said any of them that aught of 
the things which he possessed was his own ” They were only 
stewards; God was owner absolute. 

STEWARDSHIP. NOT COMMUNISM, AT PENTECOST 

This was not communism or socialism, not a leveling up or 
down. The core of communism is “ourselves;” the heart of 
stewardship is “others.” They are as far apart as the poles, as 
dissimilar as day and night. Socialism is a false and phantom 
philosophy of life. Here is the bitterness of it—it dwells in a 
Utopia of half truths. It proclaims noble ideals of equality, fra¬ 
ternity, and justice,—without God. But in actual experience it 
falls before the relentless fact that men are selfish, suspicious, 
covetous.—and with no power of self-regeneration. But stew¬ 
ardship acknowledges God as sovereign owner of property and 
means. It affirms possession under Him to be the challenge to 
faithful administration. While claiming no rights of ownership, 
we can not honestly perform the duty of trusteeship by trans¬ 
ferring administration to the collective body of society. The 
individual himself, and no other, is responsible to God. 

Stewardship was gloriously real in the time of the early rain. 
Under the latter rain, stewardship is destined again to come to 
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its appointed place. When the Holy Spirit came down at Pente¬ 
cost to dwell in men, He assumed the charge and control of their 
whole lives. There was to be nothing not under His inspiration 
and leading. So it follows of necessity that the disciples’ posses¬ 
sions and property and their expenditures of money were sub¬ 
jected to His rule. Their income and expenditure were controlled 
by the Holy Spirit, and governed by this principle. It would not 
have been a full and adequate salvation that did not provide 
deliverance from the malign power of money. 

The lesson of Pentecost is the assurance that when the Holy 
Spirit comes in His fullness into the heart, earthly possessions 
lose first place in it, and money is valued only as a means of 
proving our love to God and doing service to our fellow men. 
God and I are partners and coworkers. Words are abundant, 
cheap, easy. But as we exercise faith by resting on the Sabbath, 
the rebellious world’s busiest day, so when we pay our tithe into 
the Lord’s treasury in the same spirit, we are likewise exercising 
the same faith. We can not serve God and money, but we can 
serve God with our money. The complaint as to the terrible need 
of more money for God's work to-day is simply an evidence of 
the limited measure in which the power of the Holy Spirit is 
known among us. 

POSSESSION IS NOT OWNERSHIP 

Let us now turn back from the strictly money phase to a 
review of the mighty principles that form the foundation stones 
of stewardship. Think once more of God’s ownership. The world 
is the Lord’s, because He formed it. Without His perpetual 
upholding it would crash to chaos. God has proprietary rights, 
therefore, in all the things of man. It is true that man possesses; 
but possession is not ownership. Tithing indicates whether we 
acknowledge we are only trustees or pose as owners. 

Vital energy in whatever form — physical, mental, moral, or 
spiritual — is a trust from God. Apart from Him we can do 
nothing. We can not produce or earn anything without the 
Creator’s continual cooperation. Every person coming into the 
world is a debtor to God and dependent upon His benefactions. 
We are living on God’s time, doing business on God’s capital, 
furnished on condition that He is to receive one tenth, He being 
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the preferred creditor, and His part coming first. Hence tithing 
is an acknowledgment of God’s ownership on God’s own terms. 
This perpetual proviso is fundamentally right and will be bind¬ 
ing as long as man endures. Such is the true Christian philosophy 
or money or property. If I become delinquent, I violate my trust 
and become an embezzler, a defaulter, forfeiting my right of 
copartnership with God. Woe betide the one who violates such 
a trust! 

Such an acknowledgment of the sovereign dominion of God 
becomes a tremendous spiritual compulsion, and life the opera¬ 
tion of a principle and a privilege marking its enlargement, for I 
consciously take God into partnership in the whole of life. It is 
a continual confession of my limitation and dependence, and 
His loving care is continually before me. Thus tithing becomes, 
as it should be, basically an affair of the heart, while stewardship 
makes of life a sacred calling. I am God’s man and He is my 
God. which is the true new covenant relationship. 

MAN A STEWARD, NOT A TRUSTEE 

Trusteeship as a term in this connection is too cold and 
formal. At best it is only suggestive. A trustee administers the 
estate of a dead or absentee testator. His service is controlled by 
legal checks and requirements. Jesus uses the Oriental term 
■'steward,” not only a trustee and a servant, but a friend. A stew¬ 
ard is the interpreter of the mind of his living, loving Lord. And 
one of the steward’s privileges is to share what he helps produce. 
This appellation connotes the whole Christian attitude toward 
property, income, wages, and wealth. Steward is from the Greek 
“oikonomos,” from which we derive the word economist. It is 
not a position of servility, but a confidential relation of trust. A 
steward is responsible for administering the interests of his chief 
partner in his absence. He is not a mere servant. It is our joyous 
privilege to rise from the plane of legal servantship to friendship. 
Abraham, who rendered tithes, was the “friend of God,” while a 
servant “knoweth not what his Lord doeth.” 

.As to the propriety of God’s claim to the tithe, an analogy 
from secular life may be permitted. We are familiar with, and 
give assent to, the ethics of human obligations. It is a rule of 
honor among all men to render payment of sufficient value for 
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the use of money or property owned by another. Such is the 
basic law of our economic system. The state levies taxes, the 
lender exacts interest, the landlord collects rent. These are all 
paid in acknowledgment of another’s ownership, and are re¬ 
minders of our obligation and the limitation of our rights and 
authority. These are all recognized as legitimate. 

But above government, society, corporate bodies, or indi¬ 
viduals, stands God. And God's ownership, implying man’s 
stewardship, carries with it solemn responsibility and accounta¬ 
bility. And to Him there is positive, personal, periodic, primary 
duty that we acknowledge first in the payment of tithe. God 
does not need our tithes. All ten tenths He can take as He 
pleases. But the practice of the principle is needed by man. God 
wants not our money but our affection, our confidence, and our 
trust in our divine, loving Partner. 

TITHE ESTABLISHED FOR MAN’S BENEFIT 

God never establishes any arbitrary law or institution, spir¬ 
itual, moral, mental, or physical, that is not for the benefit of 
man. The tithe is no exception. It is not for God’s benefit, but 
for our own. If it had not been for our character development, 
God would not have ordained it. As we know, “the Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath.” Mark 2:27. Like¬ 
wise, the tithe was made for man, and not man for the tithe. 
God’s laws come into being with the things to which they apply. 
They are the result of the relationship created. Stewardship was 
operative the instant Adam was created a “living soul” by his 
Maker. So it was not rooted in expressed legal enactment. If 
there had been no third party, Adam would still have been an¬ 
swerable to God. It will bear repeating that all God’s laws are 
for the spiritual and temporal happiness and well-being of His 
creatures. Every “thou shalt” has back of it a basic need for 
doing just what is commanded. God’s laws do not create duties, 
they define them. Thus every moral law was a necessity before 
its enactment. Such is the eternal foundation of stewardship. 

Now just a few words in conclusion about the application of 
the principle of stewardship. It applies to the nine tenths as well 
as to the one tenth. The paying of the tithe does not give us 
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license to use the rest as we see fit. It involves our getting, hold¬ 
ing. and spending according to the will of God. Furnishing the 
governing motive both in getting and giving, it touches every use 
of money. This is where stewardship is so much deeper than 
tithing, as it is usually understood, for it covers the whole life. 
It requires the fullest consecration in rendering to God His own, 
doing in every part of life what Christ would have us do, recog¬ 
nizing His ownership and lordship at all times. This is applied 
righteousness by faith. 

PRINCIPLE OF STEWARDSHIP INCLUDES MORE THAN MONEY 

It is all founded on the principle that personal consecration 
comes before purse consecration, self-consecration before wealth 
consecration. In the expressive words of Scripture we have it, 
“They . . . first gave their own selves to the Lord.” 2 Corin¬ 
thians 8:5. The giving of money is no substitute for giving 
ourselves. Reserved seats in the kingdom are not on sale for 
cash. Peter said to Simon Magus, “Thy money perish with thee, 
because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased 
with money.” Let us beware of the doctrine of Simon Magus. A 
liberal offering of service or money illy covers a faulty and inade¬ 
quate consecration. On the other hand, if we profess to give 
ourselves and withhold our means, we are dangerously near to 
being followers of Ananias and Sapphira, keeping back part of 
the price. Everything is a sacred trust to be held or used as God 
indicates. Here is the crucial point of stewardship. Failure here 
means failure in everything. 

Think for a moment of money getting. Man was made with 
an acquisitive faculty. Wherever civilization is established, the 
coining of money is one of the first steps in the advance from 
barbarism to civilization. And the higher the civilization and 
the more widely industrial it is, the more money becomes a neces¬ 
sity and the more widely it is circulated. The uncivilized manage 
to get along by bartering. But in civilized lands there is an ever- 
conscious necessity for money. And the tendency is to make 
money getting the universal occupation. With multitudes it 
becomes the prime object for which they live. 

Ours is preeminently a money-getting age, more so than any 
previous generation. There are greater money perils than at any 
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previous time. Let us watch lest it become the ruling passion of 
the life, for through the love of money man becomes sordid, 
selfish, grasping, and indifferent toward God. But the recogni¬ 
tion of stewardship lifts life to an altogether different level. 
“Opportunity with ability makes duty.” It involves honesty and 
justice in all dealings with our fellow men. There is no worthy 
stewardship that does not include a man’s relation to all other 
men. Where this is operative, no dishonest dollars will be 
brought into God’s storehouse. Moreover, recognition of the 
fact that God is aver all will forestall bitterness and strife be¬ 
tween employers and employees. It will give a decided character 
to all business transactions. Life will not be divided into secular 
and sacred. Our business will be as sacred as we regard a prayer 
meeting, and will be conducted in the fear of God. 

Again, ours is a wealth-accumulating age. There is a 
strangely paralyzing power about money. The tendency is to 
hoard and lock up from the service of God in large accumula¬ 
tions,— God’s gold and silver devoted to the aggrandizement of 
self. Another force then becomes master of the soul. The more 
men have the more they want, and extravagance follows in the 
wake of wealth, for the increase of riches multiplies our wants. 
There is, of course, a wide difference between our wants and our 
needs. Things regarded as luxuries with a meager salary become 
seeming necessities with an increased income. Money is the 
great creator of wants, chiefly artificial. Without money we are 
in actual want. With money we are in artificial want. Here is 
where we as stewards need to watch in this age of wild expendi¬ 
ture. Inexcusable extravagance is one of the sins of the time, 
robbing God of His money, fostering selfishness and pride, and 
ministering to the lower instincts and appetites of our natures. 

ECONOMY RESULT OF STEWARDSHIP FOR GOD 

Stewardship leads to economy, which is vastly different from 
stinginess. “Time is money;” but money, unlike time, can be 
saved, while both can be spent, wisely or unwisely. There is 
equal disaster in covetous greed and prodigal waste. Stewards 
are representatives as well as servants. They will so live as to 
manifest the spirit of their Master. Their lives will be marked 
by freedom from ostentatious show. One tenth for God will 
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never sanctify nine tenths used in self-indulgence. Money is the 
supreme means the world has for gratifying its desires. But we 
are not to be ‘‘of the world.” We are to show in our disposal of 
money that we are guided by an unworldly principle. We are to 
walk as they that have “crucified the flesh with the affections 
and lusts." Galatians 5:24. One of the most effective ways of 
manifesting and maintaining crucifixion of the flesh is never to 
use money to gratify it. Let us fill the life with the larger 
thoughts of the spiritual power of money. Our whole life may 
thus be strengthened by the way we deal with money. So, when 
the principles of stewardship are given mastery in the life, the 
soul is illuminated, the purpose is fixed, social pleasures are 
pruned of unwholesome features, the business life is conducted 
under the sway of the golden rule, and soul winning becomes the 
passion. Such are the bountiful blessings of God’s provisions in 
such a life of faith and faithfulness. 

Truly it is a solemn thing to be stewards. Stewards are re¬ 
quired to keep and to render accounts.. Every bookkeeper faces 
the coming of the auditor. It is serious business to have and to 
handle the silver and the gold of the Creator of all things, the 
Judge of all the earth. If it is a crime for a cashier to embezzle 
the funds deposited with him ; if it is a crime for an executor of 
an estate to appropriate funds he holds as a trust for another; if 
it is injustice for an employer to hold back the wages of a fellow 
man, what about willful guilt of embezzlement as a steward of 
God ? The terrible possibilities should solemnize our trust. But 
happy the words, which may be ours, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 

Such are some of the principles of man’s stewardship and 
God’s ownership. Wondrous relationship and partnership, and 
training school for character. 




PART II 


The Practice of Stewardship 

Text : “Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment 
is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
sea, and the fountains of waters.” Revelation 14:7. 

T he all-inclusive expansion of “the everlasting gospel,” 
known and loved by the advent people as the threefold mes¬ 
sage. is intrinsically bound up with the tremendous fact of the 
Divine Personality who is the Creator of all. This means and 
involves so much that we might well pause briefly and ponder its 
sweeping implications. Every foundational precept, promise, 
prophecy, or principle existent throughout the universe is but 
the outshining of His immutable will. These are not arbitrary, 
but spring inevitably out of our basic relationship to Him. 
Every binding responsibility of man to God or man to man has 
its root therein. Every general truth, and each particular appli¬ 
cation of truth for special periods of human history, is simply 
the inevitable outgrowth of this fundamental relationship ex¬ 
istent between the Creator and His creatures. And this is pre¬ 
eminently true to-day. As we approach the consummation of the 
plan of redemption, the acceptance and operation of every phase 
of this transcendent relationship is a necessary preliminary. A 
complete message and a perfected people is God’s objective, and 
will be the natural result. 

STEWARDSHIP LIES AT HEART AND CENTER OF OUR MESSAGE 

Now let us apply these general principles. The admission 
that God made everything carries with it the admission that He 
is the sovereign Lord and the Owner of everything. This logically 
implies, next, our stewardship and accounting of what He has 
committed to our keeping. And this, in turn, demands an 
acknowledgment upon our part in the precise way the sovereign 
Owner has determined, which is through the tithe. This logical 
sequence is inescapable. Thus we see that stewardship lies at the 
very heart and center of our whole message. This is to be ex¬ 
pected, for anything touching the relationship of Creator and 
created beings that is fundamentally true has a vital relation to 

( 25 ). 
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everything else that is true, and preeminently so in this last-day 
recovery of neglected or forgotten truths. So, in the triple expan¬ 
sion of the unchanged and unchangeable gospel for the hour, as 
recorded in Revelation 14, emphasis is thrown on (1) The Judg¬ 
ment — which brings the scrutiny of the Eternal upon our rela¬ 
tionship to God as stewards; (2) The Fall of Babylon —because 
of abuses fostered by the promulgation of her wrong concepts; 
and (3) The Mark of the Beast — which is a thrust at God’s 
creatorship, hence His ownership, and consequently our supreme 
accountability and relationship to Him. 

SABBATH AND TITHE NOT REPEALED OR ABROGATED 

Time and money are two of God’s most valuable gifts to man. 
But in both God holds a designated reservation. There is holy 
time and there is holy money — the Sabbath and the tithe. Both 
are to be fully restored in the remnant message, for these twin 
institutions connote the same authority, and touch the same 
principle. Both have the same impregnable foundation. Both 
run parallel through the ages. Both are devoted in a special sense 
to God. Neither has been repealed nor abrogated. Both hold as 
surely as man’s foundational relationships to God hold, for their 
obligation is fundamental and eternal. And as inseparable last- 
day tests of character for God’s remnant people, they are conse¬ 
quently of keenest and most special significance to Seventh-day 
Adventists. 

This discovery of God and our relation to Him as the “Su¬ 
preme Person in a world of persons” is the greatest thought 
that can enter the human mind. From it spring all our recog¬ 
nized truths. It is the basis for righteousness by faith, which 
is our “message in verity.” To it we bow with reverential awe, 
accepting it as the polestar of our lives. In view, then, of the 
acknowledged fact of God in creation, the vital issue is human 
stewardship for God, or assumed ownership and independence 
of God. For if man’s vaunted claims of ownership are valid, then 
the very foundation of God’s sovereignty is denied. To the 
Seventh-day Adventist, Jehovah is not a philosophical concep¬ 
tion, but is the personal and living God, whom we are shortly to 
meet face to face. The modernist’s pernicious doctrine of divine 
immanence is no more than mystic pantheism. It has nothing to 
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do with the true indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. In its 
logical extreme, it denies the personality of God. Against it the 
threefold message stands as a mighty protest and a towering 
bulwark. So to the one vast issue we address ourselves. 

The principle of stewardship throws man back on God, who 
is in this way established in his consciousness. God is made real. 
.And this reality of the Unseen restores God to His rightful place 
from which He has been displaced through Babylonish apostasy. 
It enthrones Him again in the daily life as lord. Thus the tithe 
emerges from a mercenary basis to the expressed relation of man 
to the Supreme Person and His kingdom. This should be a basic 
element in stressing the spiritual revival and reformation that 
God is seeking to bring to this people. It surely embraces a 
revival of Christian stewardship and a reformation in the conse¬ 
cration of ourselves and our possessions to Him. Like its related 
truths, it is destined to have rightful place in the loud cry of 
the message. 

GOD RETAINS HIS TITLE AS OWNER 

Let us now go back for an historical view of that awesome 
hour of creation, when “in the beginning God” This is the most 
sublime and all-comprehensive statement in the Old Testament. 
It is the basic introduction of all inspiration. It is the foundation 
truth on which all truths must be built. The Creator is still God 
over all He has made, or else He is the creature of our imagina¬ 
tions. Sooner or later we all seek some explanation of life. We 
attempt to discover the divine purpose behind things seen and 
expressed. The implications of stewardship alone satisfy. Men 
are not owners; they are but stewards of intrusted possessions 
and incomes — unless God be dead or has moved out of the 
universe. So long as Creator and creatures exist, these mutual 
relationships are, in the very nature of things, inescapable. God 
has not sold out. He still retains His title to all creation. 

The story of Eden is majestic and deep in its meaning. As 
man was made from the dust of the ground, he was therefore 
God's creation, and hence His by this right. Man was placed in 
the garden to dress it, but God still owned it. Man never owned 
a single foot of it. God had a divine plan for primeval humanity. 
This was to “subdue” all things and “have dominion” over them. 
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To man God gave the major portion of the fruits, but reserved a 
portion for Himself, to remind our first parents of His ownership 
and as a test of their loyalty. He reserved His proprietary rights 
by forbidding them to eat of the one tree. He thereby established 
a principle, growing out of this new relationship. So at the birth 
of the race, God put the stamp of His ownership and the respon¬ 
sibility of man’s accountability or stewardship upon all things. 
God drew a line on one tree and said, “In the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die.” The destiny of the race depended 
on the perpetual recognition of God’s sovereignty. God didn’t 
need the fruit, for He says, “If I were hungry, I would not tell 
thee.” Psalm 50:12. But Adam and Eve needed constantly to 
recognize their accountability. Alas, through an evil influence, 
they were led to take from God’s portion; and all the universe 
knows the consequences. 

OUR FIRST PARENTS DEFAULTED IN TRUST 

Some say the taking of the fruit was too trivial a matter for 
such an infinite issue. But nothing on earth could be more im¬ 
portant or fundamental. It wasn’t the quantity of the fruit, it 
was the basic principle involved. Our first parents violated the 
established, foundational principle of all relationship between 
the Creator and creature. They defaulted in trust, and appropri¬ 
ated that which belonged to another. Adam didn’t take much, but 
he thereby broke that relationship. The act was an attempt to 
rob God of His rights, so he was driven out of the garden of plenty 
because he took of the portion God had reserved for Himself. 
Thus the story of creation presents the first revelation of God’s 
ownership, with its inevitable corollary, man’s stewardship. 

Then God set about the task of gathering up the wreckage of 
Eden. He started again, with man under the handicap of sin, to 
work out His eternal purposes. And the tithe may well be said 
to occupy the place of the fateful tree as the material test of 
stewardship since Eden. It is God’s reservation. The principles 
involved are identical. The issues are just as deep and vital. 
Beware! The devil is up to the same old tricks, simply with a 
different “tree.” But violation of trust will bring the same tragic 
results, only the resultant death will be eternal instead of tem¬ 
poral. Just as Eve saw that the tree was desirable to make one 
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wise, and was good for food, so multitudes to-day desire to use 
God’s tithes for food, for education, or for gratification of self. 
Again. I say, Beware! 

Four hundred years before the revelation of the law at Sinai, 
God found in Abraham, the “loftiest character of all antiquity,” 
one who felt a sense of stewardship. There was no written law, 
no statutory compulsion, no ecclesiastical authority, to enforce 
his payment of tithes to Melchizedek, as recorded in Genesis 
14:1 S-20. But he had no need to be instructed. He already knew 
of the obligation. The incident is related with such directness 
that it is evident that he lived under the clear knowledge and 
conviction that the Most High is the “possessor ” and that the 
tenth belongs to Him. Who taught him the obligation of the 
tithe? Ah, he had knowledge of a prior, unwritten, common, 
fundamental law. 

DIVINE OWNERSHIP RECOGNIZED THROUGH ALL AGES 

Then, one hundred fifty-three years later, we come to Jacob, 
as depicted in Genesis 28 :10-22. Note that he said, “Of all that 
Thou shalt give me”—recognition of divine ownership—“I will 
surely give the tenth unto Thee.” Wasn’t that a strange vow? 
Why the tenth, instead of an eighth or an eleventh ? Ah, he also 
knew the revealed will and provisions of God. It was no coinci¬ 
dence that Abraham arid his grandson Jacob both paid the same 
designated tithe. Thus stewardship was in operation in the 
patriarchal dispensation. The world is to-day slowly coming to 
the decimal system. Yet it is not a modern invention. It goes 
back to Genesis and the truth of the tithe. 

The practice of offering a tenth is so ancient and so universal 
that it must have had an authoritative commencement. Its prac¬ 
tice was common among practically all the ancient civilizations. 
It is coeval with the race and as widespread, as the old clay tab¬ 
lets indicate. There are records of tithing among Egyptians, 
Babylonians, Phoenicians, Ethiopians, Arabians, Greeks, Ro¬ 
mans, and Carthaginians. Herodotus, Diodorus, Seculus, and 
Xenophon mention it. Demosthenes said: “It is sacrilege to 
retain the tenth.” The simple fact is, it had a common origin 
that antedated paganism. 
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The obligation as known obviously rested on God’s common 
law for the entire race rather than upon recorded or written 
statutory regulation. So it was also with the Sabbath. The writ¬ 
ten code came twenty-five centuries later. There are certain 
other duties that the Bible recognizes as orally understood from 
the beginning, yet without mention of their origin or initial an¬ 
nouncement. The tithe is taken for granted as a known duty, 
just like the institution of prayer, also applicable and needful in 
all dispensations and for all lands and races. Clearly the tithe 
rests on a universal principle, the knowledge penetrating even 
the devout pagan cults; for this sense of divine ownership was 
recognized from the very beginning. This dedicated tenth was 
the logical significance of stewardship, and this, in turn, of the 
great fact of God. 

HEATHEN CEASED TO ACKNOWLEDGE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD 

But how sad the story of the heathen world ! The instinct of 
religious tradition kept alive the germ of truth. Custom pre¬ 
served somewhat the original form. But under the corrupting 
influence of idolatry pagan religion lost all power to stay human 
wickedness. And the very religion itself became the sponsor for 
evil. Read it in Romans 1:21-24: “Because that, when they 
knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; 
but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart 
was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools. And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted 
beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up.” 
When men “knew God,” He was to them “Wonderful” and 
“Counselor.” But when they knew not God, they “glorified Him 
not as God that is, they did not recognize the sovereignty of 
His dominion, but became the alleged “owners.” Neither gave 
they thanks ; that is, they consciously received the good gifts but 
refused to acknowledge the Giver. Moses had warned Israel 
against this when he admonished them not to say, “Mine hand 
hath gotten me this wealth.” Deuteronomy 8 :17. So the pagans 
became vain in their reasonings, and their senseless heart was 
darkened. They changed the glory of the Creator into the like- 
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ness of creatures that were the figment of their imaginations. 
Then this is the sad finale.—“God gave them up”! 

PRINCIPLE OF TITHING A PROTECTION FROM IDOLATRY 

What a contrast to the experience of Israel! Trace swiftly 
the continual iteration and reiteration of divine ownership, 
human stewardship, and, consequently, of human accountability 
all through God's dealings with His special people. Begin first 
at the Exodus: “Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, 
and keep My covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto 
Me above all people: for all the earth is Mine.” Exodus 19:5. 
Then in the statutes: “The land shall not be sold forever: for 
the land is Mine.” Leviticus 25 :23. “All the tithe of the land, 
whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the 
Lord's.” Leviticus 27:30. “Behold, the heaven and the heaven 
of heavens is the Lord’s thy God, the earth also, with all that 
therein is.” Deuteronomy 10:14. Next, at the dedication of the 
temple: “Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O Lord, 
and Thou art exalted as Head above all. Both riches and honor 
come of Thee, and Thou reignest over all; and in Thine hand is 
power and might; and in Thine hand it is to make great, and to 
give strength unto all. ... O Lord our God, all this store that 
ive have prepared to build Thee an house for Thine holy name 
cometh of Thine hand, and is all Thine own.” 1 Chronicles 29: 
11, 12, 16. 

Then in the psalms: “ The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.” Psalm 24:1. 
“Every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thou¬ 
sand hills. I know all the fowls of the mountains; and the wild 
beasts of the field are Mine. If I were hungry, I would not tell 
thee: for the world is Mine, and the fullness thereof.” Psalm 
50:10-12. Among the prophets: “ The silver is Mine, and the 
gold is Mine, saith the Lord of hosts.” Haggai 2 :8. So, divine 
ownership of the land meant dominion over the fruitage of the 
land, acknowledged in the tithes, which were a perpetual guaran¬ 
tee that it was held only in trust. Such is the record of the Mosaic 
dispensation. The truth-of one God destroyed idolatry in Israel. 
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The acknowledgment through the tithe of one God gave vital 
force to that truth; for the tithe was an expression of that belief. 

It is not because God is either a pauper or a beggar that He 
asks us for money for the extension of His kingdom. It is that 
we may become more like Him in character. And, through giving 
rightly, character, which is made up of right choices, can be 
developed as in no other way. There is really no substitute. The 
right religious use of money tends to the promotion of piety. 
Giving is a grace, just like love, joy, peace, long-suffering, and 
the other virtues. It embraces fellowship with Him who gave 
His all for us. The grace of giving includes the giving of self, of 
money, of time, and all. Read it in 2 Corinthians 8:1-9, noting 
how grace and giving are identified. 

NO GIVING—NO BLESSING 

It is impossible for a man whose heart is full of the grace of 
God to keep his pocketbook closed. Where there is no giving, 
there can be no blessing; for giving is the Christian law of living. 
Paul, speaking to the assembled elders at Ephesus, quoted some¬ 
thing Jesus had said that is not recorded in the four Gospels, 
passed on doubtless by Luke to him. He cited this expression, 
“It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. This 
does not imply bargaining with God. But genuine love, respond¬ 
ing to the love of Jesus, demands an opportunity of expressing 
itself in a practical way. Embedded deep in the human soul is 
the sense of indebtedness and dependence upon God for the 
natural comforts and benefits of life. This law of indebtedness, 
or obligation, works alike upon pagan, heathen, Jew, and Chris¬ 
tian. All normal persons are intuitively conscious that mere 
verbal expression is not sufficient. They are cognizant that they 
owe something definite, tangible, that can be measured. My 
love for my wife and children must be more tangible than mere 
words. We love to give good gifts to our dear ones. This is 
simply love’s finding normal expression in concrete ways. 

Likewise, material expressions are due the dearest One in the 
universe—our Redeemer, Saviour, Friend. The value all centers 
in the motive. And that involves such questions as: Is my giving 
the offering of thanks, or does it expect thanks ? Is it tendered 
as a sort of conscience money, or is it a conscientious distribution 



THE PRACTICE OF STEWARDSHIP 


33 


of the property of another? Again, a child delights in giving to 
his parents a birthday present or holiday gift, and it is none the 
less appreciated because paid for by money first given the child 
by the parent. It is accepted as the expression of sweet love and 
cherished thoughtfulness. In a way, this parallels our gifts to 
our heavenly Father. It is the heart of love that God desires and 
recognizes back of our gifts. The law of tithe has its root in this 
inborn spiritual sense. The conclusion is irresistible that it 
comes down from the very gates of Eden. It started from one 
common source before the dispersion of the races. 

GOD AS OWNER DETERMINES PROPORTION TO BE RETURNED 

There is implanted within us all a spirit of worship. No na¬ 
tion or race exists where this does not obtain. Along the track of 
history are countless altars and offerings as evidences of worship. 
But worship is the acknowledgment oj sovereignty. And in true 
Christian worship, ownership must be acknowledged as God has 
designed, and God Himself must determine the proportion to be 
returned to Him. As with the Sabbath, it is impossible to know 
the ratio except by divine revelation. Intuition could not dis¬ 
cover it. And it is incredible that God would ordain such a 
distinct duty and obligation and give no measure or standard by 
which it would be performed. Ownership carries with it the pre¬ 
rogative of stating what proportion shall be returned. In the 
very nature of the case only God can declare it; we simply accept 
it. If we could determine it, it would signify our personal author¬ 
ity over our own possessions. But when we follow the ratio of 
the tenth, or tithe, laid down for us, we fully acknowledge the 
authority of God as sovereign lord, and thus indicate that we 
“will do His will.” Thus human freedom and divine sovereignty 
blend in a beautiful act of worship. 

At once the heathen concept of propitiation or merit disap¬ 
pears, and the principle of Christian stewardship takes its place. 
Fear gives way to communion, fellowship, and partnership. 
With the pagan, the tithe offering is to benefit himself. While 
with him it is an act of religious devotion, its essence is a trans¬ 
mutation of merit to himself. Its design is also to placate the 
gods. The heathen world has sunk into the monstrous illusion 
that deity must be appeased. This is the very heart of heathen- 
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ism. Thus fear is the central motive. It is an effort to propitiate 
the angry gods with an offering or sacrifice. How different from 
God’s stewardship provision! Surely God’s plan is just, equi¬ 
table, and reasonable. 

The limited rights of human ownership, so called, are recog¬ 
nized by aH mankind. We are always compelled to hold our 
possessions subject to the will of some higher authority. To 
illustrate: Take your taxes. If not paid, your house will be sold 
over your head to satisfy the demands of the government. Again, 
the state may buy any man's property to any extent at appraised 
value, without his consent. Or, if a conflagration is threatening 
the city, the fire department may dynamite your home, if deemed 
necessary. And if you are just building one, you must have the 
approval of the city for your plumbing, electric wiring, etc. So 
even among men, the rights of society supersede the rights of the 
individual. We expect to pay a tax to the government that gives 
protection to life, liberty, and property through courts, police, 
etc., for money is needed to maintain these protective forces. 

Of course, there is at bottom no such thing as actual, full 
human ownership. Ownership means absolute control, sovereign 
authority, and supreme dominion. Possession, on the other 
hand, is actual, but is temporary, not perpetual; relative, not 
absolute. To confuse human possession with ownership is to 
obscure the fact of divine ownership and the transcendent fact 
of the divine Person, the Creator. Here also the confusion of 
Babylon has gripped the world. 

GOD THE OWNER, NOT “ALL MINE” 

■ There is an absolute connection between the idea of owner¬ 
ship of things and the exaltation of self. It is said that the late 
Hugo Stinnes, the German financier, delighted to produce a huge 
bank roll, invite inspection of its size, then restore it to his pocket 
and say, “All mine.” Those two words are alleged to express the 
guiding maxim of his life. Starting in poverty, he became the 
richest man in Germany, and one of the richest in the world, con¬ 
trolling coal, iron, navigation, sixty newspapers, potash deposits, 
and countless other interests. The larger part was amassed by 
exploiting the people. He was reputed to be egotistical, miserly, 
unscrupulous. For four years he was a member of the Reichstag, 
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and is said to have spoken only once, so indifferent was he to its 
proceedings : and that once was when his financial interests were 
concerned, leading him to participate in an effort to force longer 
hours upon the workingman. His whole philosophy of life was 
well embraced in those two words, “All mine.” 

And there are millions who believe that wealth, once in their 
possession, is theirs to use precisely as they see fit. But man is 
not the absolute owner of anything; it all belongs to God. This 
Divine Being, who is all-sufficient unto Himself in infinite attri- 
butes. nevertheless counts it His chief glory to administer His 
resources for the benefit of man. Back of everything we have 
that is worth having, and back of everything we are that is worth 
being, is the love and power of God. Since God made these hands 
to grapple with life’s tasks, this mind to solve life’s problems, 
this heart to beat in loyalty, and this soul to reach upward toward 
Him. surely it were meanest robbery to withhold the required 
portion of the money that He gives to us. For it is God “that 
giveth thee power to get wealth.” Deuteronomy 8:18. 

THE TITHE A DEBT, NOT A GIFT 

The tithe is not a gift we make, but is a debt that we owe. 
There is a fundamental difference. You do not give your land- 
. lord his rent—you pay it. You do not give the banker his inter¬ 
est on a note—you pay it. You do not give the state its taxes— 
you pay them. There is not a minimum nor a maximum, but a 
fixed rate. And remember, we must pay what we owe before we 
can talk about giving. Tithe is a debt, and offerings or gifts do 
not begin until that debt has been paid. 

That was the trouble with ancient Israel in the days of the 
prophet Malachi. Thus we read: “Even from the days of your 
fathers ye are gone away from Mine ordinances, and have not 
kept them. Return unto Me, and I will return unto you, saith 
the Lord of hosts. But ye said, Wherein shall we return ? Will a 
man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein 
have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 
with a curse: for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation. 
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be 
meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, saith the Lord 
of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive 
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it. And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall 
not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine 
cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the Lord of hosts. 
.And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shall be a delight¬ 
some land, saith the Lord of hosts.” Malachi 3:7-12. 

This is a startling statement, but it is the word of Jehovah, 
not of Malachi. God puts His finger on their plague spot. He 
gives the reason for their failure. He does not here refer to 
their idolatry or unbelief, their forbidden alliances or disastrous 
neglect, which were so grievous. Their most conspicuous failure, 
the prophet averred, was on the point of tithes and offerings. 
\ r et, to His appealing to them to return from backsliding, they 
plead “not guilty,” and say, “Wherein?” Then He scathingly 
arraigns Israel for wanton violation of this basic provision of 
stewardship, upon which the divine blessings are contingent. 

They had robbed God, embezzled His goods, defrauded the 
Most High, misappropriated His funds, defaulted with the 
treasury of heaven. It wasn’t petit larceny, or even grand lar¬ 
ceny. It was a robbery — a hold-up — in broad daylight , the 
Lord looking on! Yes, sacrilege, the worst of robberies. It was 
ungrateful, unjust, unkind. If one diverts the funds of an estate 
for which he is the trustee, he is a robber. When we misappro¬ 
priate the funds we owe God in tithes, He brands us as thieves. 
And thieves do not enter the eternal city. No wonder it touches 
vitally the spiritual life of the church. Prayer, testimony, serv¬ 
ice, self-denial,— these are no substitutes. We must first be 
honest, and pay what we owe. 

A BLESSING PROMISED—“PROVE ME" 

And if faithful, then what ? He will “pour” upon us spiritual 
blessings, and material prosperity is His promise, and the re¬ 
proach will be removed. It is an inundation that is pledged, with 
no room to receive the flood. The Lord issues a challenge. He 
sets up a test case. “Prove Me,” He invites. His word is either 
true or untrue, genuine or false. It is a direct, positive challenge. 
And the sole condition is that God be put first. “Prove Me now,” 
He insists — not next year or next month. “I will . . . open 
[to] you” He continues; it is personal blessing. And not a single 
blessing, but a succession. Have we faith in the immutability 
of God’s word ? Have we confidence sufficient to put God first, 
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and thus place ourselves in line for His promised blessing? Are 
we bold enough to prove Him? Nine tenths plus divine favor 
will go farther than ten tenths minus divine favor. What we 
return to God never lessens our own. That is the key to His 
promised blessings. The only sure rule of a blessed life is to 
observe the known laws of God. And from Eden onward He has 
asked one seventh of our time and one tenth of our income. 

Some profess to be shocked that God should offer a reward of 
material prosperity. They claim it is appealing to a mercenary 
motive. But it is impossible to conceive, under the stewardship 
arrangement, of real material blessing apart from the favor and 
blessing of God. When we are really blessed materially, it is so 
interwoven with spiritual blessings that we can not say, This is 
material and that is spiritual. “Return unto Me,” is God’s gra¬ 
cious entreaty to His children. Remember that our sonship does 
not cancel the obligation of faithfulness in dealing with the 
Father's resources. The child is just as much a thief if it steals 
from the father as from a stranger. We are to return as a traveler 
who has missed the way or as a soldier who has run from the 
colors. Come back, He invites. How good God is ! 

“THAT THERE MAY BE MEAT IN MINE HOUSE” 

Why return? “That there may be meat in Mine house.” 
Meat instead of emptiness. The great, needy world is starving 
for the bread of life, and there is not enough in “Mine house”— 
the treasury of the church — to supply the need. Many a man 
gives generously in response to the cry of physical hunger who 
is numb to the cry of spiritual hunger. Think of the hungry 
hearts and outstretched hands in South America, the Philippines, 
Africa, and elsewhere. Shall we give them a stony answer? Has 
God made a mistake in opening up the heathen world in these last 
days ? Has He miscalculated our resources ? Let us quit stealing 
from God. He has established the tithe as an adequate plan for 
financing His remnant work, and the proper recognition of stew¬ 
ardship would finance our world enterprise. In witness of this, 
observe this quotation from the spirit of prophecy: 

“Should means flow into the treasury exactly according to 
God’s plan,— a tenth of all the increase,— there would be abun¬ 
dance to carry forward His work.”—“ Testimonies jor the 
Church,” Vol. 5, page 150. 
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“If professing Christians would faithfully bring to God their 
tithes and offerings, His treasury would be full.”— “The Acts of 
the Apostles,” page 338. 

“If systematic benevolence were universally adopted accord¬ 
ing to God’s plan, and the tithing system carried out as faithfully 
by the wealthy as it is by the poorer classes, there would be no 
need of repeated and urgent calls for means at our large religious 
gatherings.”—“ Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. 3, page 409. 

“If the plan of systematic benevolence were adopted by every 
individual, and fully carried out, there would be a constant 
supply in the treasury. The income would flow in like a steady 
stream constantly supplied by overflowing springs of benevo¬ 
lence.”— Id., Vol. 3, pages 389, 390. 

I wonder if many of our devices are not the expedients of 
desperation, developed because of our failure to follow the 
divine plan. 

TITHING NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR HEART SERVICE 

Let us not be confused over the relationship of the material 
recognition to the spiritual blessing. Tithing does not work 
automatically in producing spiritual blessing. There are no 
mechanical means of sanctification. It is not a substitute for 
heart service, a self-acting means of grace. But the Bible does 
teach that tithing in the right spirit, as an expression of recog¬ 
nized stewardship, is a means of grace. Grace comes through 
faith ; faith is strengthened through obedience, and tithing is an 
expression of obedience. The unselfish use of our substance in 
a course indicated by God, and for His sake, brings His approval 
and benediction. 

Tithing as an expression of recognized stewardship repre¬ 
sents thanksgiving on the one hand and self-examination on the 
other, and can not prove other than a powerful incentive to holy 
living. It brings a spiritual blessing when it is a conscious en¬ 
deavor on the part of the tither to do what he believes to be 
pleasing to God. If rendered as a spiritual worship, a thankful 
acknowledgment of God’s gracious provision, and an adoring 
sense of God’s ownership both of the one tenth and also of the 
nine tenths, it becomes a renewal of consecration, and pours into 
the life the expression of divine favor, sanctifying power, 
and grace. 
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One ever-present danger is to regard the means of grace as 
a power in itself to sanctify the worshiper. We may tithe ever 
so scrupulously, and leave undone the weightier matters. We are 
prone to think that if we give the exact proportion indicated, 
that is all that is necessary. Such a vision tempts to self- 
complacency and misjudging of others. He who depends on 
money for his spiritual grace does not differ radically from Simon 
Magus. We may pay with a mercenary motive, thinking it will 
increase our income. It may be self-righteously, to have the 
glory of man. It may be legalistically, grudgingly, and of neces¬ 
sity, because we think we must, afraid of blight from disobedi¬ 
ence. Or. it may be carelessly and perfunctorily. 

.Any form of service is exposed to the same temptation, and 
may prove the occasion for spiritual pride and condemnation. 
None of the appointed means of grace will work without co¬ 
operation on the part of the man himself. To illustrate with 
prayer, the word, and the Lord’s Supper: It is not much speaking 
in prayer, but personal communion of the soul with God that is 
essential. As to the word, Paul says: “The word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard 
it.” Hebrews 4:2. Again, if the Lord’s Supper is not partaken 
of worthily, it is positively injurious. No religious act is effica¬ 
cious if the heart is not right. 

We continue now with the historical tracing of stewardship. 
Leaping the intervening years between Malachi and Jesus’ 
earthly sojourn, we find the Saviour approved the validity of the 
tithe. As with the Sabbath, He came not to abolish, but rightly 
to interpret its provisions. The writers of the New Testament 
and all the early Christians, as well as the contemporary Jews, 
understood, and paid tithe. For two thousand years this prin¬ 
ciple had been so firmly fixed that it had become a habit of the 
Jewish race. In Matthew 22 Christ clearly confirms this prin¬ 
ciple of rendering to Caesar the taxes that are his due, and to 
God His tithe. 

FAILURE OF THE PHARISEES 

The Pharisees were the most punctilious of the cults, as well 
as the most bitter foes of the Master. He rebuked scores of their 
nefarious practices. Their hypocrisies called forth from Jesus 
many a condemnation and woe. But there was one thing He 



40 


STEWARDSHIP IN ITS LARGER ASPECTS 


commended—their payment of tithe. Thus we read it in con¬ 
nection with one of His woes in Luke 11:42: “Woe unto you, 
Pharisees! for ye tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, 
and pass over judgment and the love of God: these ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” 

“Ought” constitutes a moral obligation. The failure of the 
Pharisees was a failure to conceive the one tenth as the acknowl¬ 
edgment of total surrender of all possessions and a pledge of 
godly life, of mercy, and of justice. Their lives lacked loyalty 
and love toward God, and were devoid of concern for humanity. 
Their lives were narrow, hard, and barren of sympathy. They 
were long on tithe and short on judgment and love. So it is 
possible to pay tithe and at the same time be a Pharisee and a 
hypocrite. The church to-day is inclined, on the contrary, to be 
long on judgment and love and short on tithe. It is not enough 
to say we love the helpless heathen and lament the misfortune 
that they know not about Christ. It is the right sort of tithing 
that we want, springing from a heart of love—the perfect com¬ 
bination. Evangelistic fervor and faithful tithing always go 
hand in hand. 

EARLY CHURCH RECOGNIZED GOD’S OWNERSHIP 

Reference to Pentecost was made in the preceding study, 
hence brevity here. But one of the most glorious results of 
Pentecost was the attainment of the divine ideal of property 
as a stewardship. Christ's followers were intrusted with the 
“great commission” of spreading abroad the gospel, and there 
were two notable results: A consuming passion to testify for 
Jesus, and an unswerving stewardship of material possessions. 
For the first time since the dawn of creation the angels looked 
down upon a church that accepted in full the divine principle 
of God’s ownership of all property, that it is held only in trust. 
Was it not an earnest of the conditions of the latter-day Pente¬ 
cost when the possessions of the remnant will be dedicated to 
finish the world task as God again assumes His rightful place as 
owner, upholder, and redeemer of all ? 

What is needed is the steadfast operation of this principle at 
all times and under all conditions. It is not difficult to stir emo¬ 
tions and spring finances as a strong personality tells stimulative 
stories of human needs. But that is merely using emotional 
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forces—common fire — in money getting. Remove the story¬ 
teller. the emergency, and the personality, and the flow of money 
ceases, on such a working basis. But under the sway of the royal 
principle of stewardship it will flow on unceasingly, for it be¬ 
comes the personal acknowledgment of an individual relation¬ 
ship between the soul and God. This is not subject to change or 
dependent upon human exhortation and stimulation. Shall we 
not shift to this sure basis ? 

And now we turn to the blighting story of apostasy during 
the centuries of the Christian era. It is true that in the early 
church, tithing was the standard for centuries. The early “fa¬ 
thers''— Irenaeus, Cyprian, Chrysostom, and Augustine—all 
declared that one tenth was the portion due to God. So also did 
Clement and Tertullian, as their writings disclose. Eight great 
church councils ordered all Christians to pay tithe. And we find 
traces of the recognition of the principle among the Waldenses, 
while Luther and Calvin urgently advocated it. But a careful 
reading of church history shows just how the great apostasy 
included in its scope the marked falling away from this basic 
principle of God’s ownership and man’s stewardship. 

ORIGIN OF PAGAN CONCEPTION OF HUMAN OWNERSHIP 

About 323 a. d., after nearly three centuries of pagan perse¬ 
cution of the Christians, the Roman Emperor Constantine was 
accepted as a Christian, and Christianity was officially recog¬ 
nized by the empire. Then came compromise, perversion, and 
the tragedy of the Dark Ages. Christendom was loaded down 
with pagan ethics, including the pagan law of property. This 
pagan conception of human ownership remained forever fixed 
and legally established as the empire became professedly Chris¬ 
tian. So the doctrine of human ownership as commonly defined 
in the jurisprudence of the nations of the West is pagan both 
in origin and in intent. In this way the Christian principle of 
stewardship was submerged by the pervasive heathenism. False 
concepts permeated through and through. They passed into all 
Christian institutions and usage, and thus the tragic centuries 
of the Middle Ages came to be. It was the price paid for the of¬ 
ficial recognition of the church by the empire. And what a price! 
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But let us trace this malign principle back to its inception. 
There are just these two theories of ownership—pagan and 
divine, or the jungle law and the Christian principle. Paganism 
teaches that man is the absolute owner of all he can get; Chris¬ 
tianity teaches that we own nothing in our own right. Paganism 
says, Use what you have as you please; Christianity says, Use it 
as God wants. Paganism says, The supreme purpose of life is to 
get; Christianity says, Its supreme objective is to give. The 
ideal of paganism is acquisition; of Christianity, contribution. 
The first looks upon life as a grab bag; the second views it as a 
priceless opportunity for service. They are as basically opposite 
as black and white. The first has led to slavery, wars of conquest, 
selfishness, and oppression; the second leads to peace, prosper¬ 
ity, and blessedness. 

In the jungle men struggle for an existence against the forces 
of nature and the beasts of the forest. They fight for things. 
They know no law but to get and to keep. The primitive pagan 
conception was that the best title to property was conquest, and 
that ownership depended upon physical ability to get and to hold 
it personally. This became the custom of the people, and in time 
was brought into pagan Rome’s civil law, which, as we have seen, 
was passed in turn to our modern civilization. The barbarian 
hordes of northern Europe overran the Roman Empire and 
spiked its massive machinery. But it simply resulted in that 
wider understanding of the principles of Roman law that slowly 
spread among the northern tribes. Such is the origin of the 
common law of Europe. The idea of property remained pagan, 
embodied in law. Indeed the word property is from “ propria ”— 
that which is “proper to me,” like my own proper name, mine 
exclusively. I am its absolute owner, none hindering. In fact, 
the root idea of legal ownership is not so much “control” as 
“hindrance,” the proof of ownership lying not so much in enjoy¬ 
ing one’s own possession as in excluding others from using or 
enjoying it. While the fact of ownership no longer depends on 
actual physical prowess, nevertheless the underlying pagan 
meaning of “ownership” remains unchanged. 

Now look at another angle of the question. The fogs and 
mists of paganism embrace thinking of the Deity in terms of 
impersonality, with idolatry as its inevitable accompaniment. 
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To the Christian the Deity is not a philosophical concept, but a 
personal, living Being. To the pagan Roman, God was universal 
reason, natural law, creative force, eternal energy, a divine es¬ 
sence.— but not a person. And God without personality can not 
own anything. Human ownership was therefore the logical and 
necessary attitude of the pagan, because God, to his mind, is not 
personal but impersonal. Thus the outstanding difference be¬ 
tween the two concepts lies in recognition of the personal God 
and His kingdom, and our stewardship of life. This gross per¬ 
version was introduced into Roman law through the philosophy 
of the Stoic lawyers who molded the law of the empire. They 
exalted and inwrought the idea of “divine nature,” teaching that 
the universe is simply pervaded by an all-present soul. They 
deified nature. Thinking of God as law, therefore as impersonal, 
they made men the logical source of ownership and dominion. 
And this pagan conception accepted by the papacy was in the 
process of time transmitted to the popular Protestant churches. 
Such is its pedigree. It has blurred the whole relationship of man 
to God, sweeping through civilization like a devastating flood 
of error. 

NOT RENUNCIATION, BUT DEDICATION 

Mark for a moment its havoc upon the Roman Catholic 
Church. When this doctrine of human ownership obscured the 
divine principle of man’s stewardship, asceticism was introduced 
as a palliative for the resultant evil. Teaching that the material 
world was evil, the spiritual-minded concluded that one must 
renounce it, dress in rags, and withdraw as a hermit. So Thomas 
a Kempis said, “The greatest saints avoid the company of men 
as much as they can, and live to God in secret.” While the pious 
ascetics who could ill be spared from society fled away from the 
riches of the world and prayed apart, evil men dominated the 
people. But the ascetics were simply adding to the problems of 
others. Shut away in monastic cells, the social body was robbed 
of its most godly men, and moral corruption became the more 
rampant. The confusion was over property as an earthly treas¬ 
ure instead of a heavenly trust. If ownership were true, asceti¬ 
cism would be logical, for the sin of covetousness is rooted deep 
in the human heart. How else could man escape from the riches 
that clog the higher life save through poverty? So reasoned the 
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Roman Catholic ascetic. But it is not renunciation but dedica¬ 
tion that God wants. 

In Buddhism and Hinduism renunciation of home, friends, 
and riches is set forth as a means of coming into communion with 
God. It is a basic principle of heathenism. The story of Buddha 
presents merely a conspicuous attempt to gain merit. The Hindu 
ascetic, sitting under the blazing sun, unshaded from its burning 
rays, skin unprotected save by a loin cloth, with nothing before 
him but a beggar’s bowl, his arm upraised until it has grown into 
unmovable deformity,—such is the human doctrine of renuncia¬ 
tion. The records of the Middle Ages are filled with men and 
women who renounced all and took the vow of poverty to follow 
Jesus,—a prepossession strongly intrenched even in many pro¬ 
fessed Christian minds to-day. 

COVETOUSNESS AND GREED CORRUPTED THE CHURCH 

Again, in Catholicism, property was “devoted” to the church 
by men governed by the philosophy that it actually belonged to 
them. The result was that the church became enriched by vast 
estates of which it assumed the prerogative of proud possessor 
and lord. And, as with individuals, covetousness and greed cor¬ 
rupted her heart, which all her individual and isolated asceticism 
had no power to heal. Begging churches and mendicant priests 
were among the inevitable results. The constant attitude of beg¬ 
gary and mendicancy has characterized all the religions of the 
world except the Jewish and the pure Christian faith. The 
“holy” men of India are beggars. The Buddhist priests are 
beggars. And when Christianity departs from the true pattern, 
it degenerates to the same level. 

The political effect upon society was feudalism, that system 
of polity prevailing in Europe during the Middle Ages, based on 
the relation of lord and vassal, for the human doctrine of sover¬ 
eignty involves ownership not only of land but of people. The 
Teutonic tribes, sweeping Rome, impressed their own ideas of 
allegiance upon the vanquished. Their conquering armies com¬ 
pelled their acceptance. In return for vassaldom they promised 
protection. In the course of time Central and Northern Europe 
were divided into petty lordships based on this idea. So sover¬ 
eignty became identified with ownership. In theory all land 
belonged to the king. Under him reigned the feudal lords. 
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This is the basis of all autocracy. Pen can never portray or 
tongue recite the train of woes that have followed the acceptance 
of the pagan conception of ownership and its corollaries through¬ 
out Christendom. What tragedies, wars, and bloodshed, might 
have been averted had not the great apostasy of the Church 
of Rome on stewardship come into being! So grossly was the 
principle and spirit of tithe perverted that even under these 
conditions it was later wrought into civil code, first in France 
and then in England, for legal support of the church. Men were 
imprisoned and their goods seized because they refused to pay 
enforced ‘‘tithe.” 

Modern socialism is at bottom a protest against the hang¬ 
overs of decadent feudalism. It is a futile attempt to give a 
satisfying conception of human brotherhood without a recogni¬ 
tion of our stewardship relation to God, the Father of all. The 
nominal Protestant churches failed to reinstate this basic prin¬ 
ciple, so others with partial and distorted views have caught the 
ears of multitudes. The complete truth of the threefold message 
contains the only real answer to every religious departure and 
social vagary that afflicts mankind to-day. Thank God for His 
goodness to men, and the honor bestowed upon the remnant 
church through glimpsing His will as relates to man whom He 
created. 

One of our greatest tasks of the hour is to bring complete 
emancipation of the remnant church from the pago-papal ideas 
of property in vogue in the world about us. The world gets along 
on friendly terms with every sort of philosophy except that of 
one Eternal Person to whom we all are accountable. The idea 
of human ownership is one of the most subtle and universal 
temptations. The concept of the advent people recognizes that 
the fact of creation proclaims Jehovah as lord and owner of all. 
It pledges our fidelity to Him. Modernism’s impersonal god of 
universal reason or cosmic force is not our God. Stewardship, 
running through the Bible like a golden thread from Genesis to 
Revelation, is one of God’s twin acid tests to His remnant people. 
Its foundations are as sure as the bases for the moral law, for 
they are built upon relationships that can not be overthrown as 
long as Creator and creature exist. They are universal in their 
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obligation; eternal, immutable, and unchangeable in their na¬ 
ture ; as old as the race; reaffirmed under the Mosaic economy; 
indorsed by Jesus; taught by the apostles; observed by apostolic 
Christians for centuries. They have been restored to the rem¬ 
nant church to have full sway over the lives of a people turned 
fully unto “the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” 

STEWARDSHIP AS RELATED TO FIRST ANGEL’S MESSAGE 

It is significant that the earliest known use of a “tithing box” 
began in 1843, when Sarah A. Hayes, a girl of seven, decided that 
she wanted to be a “tither.” Her father made for her a mahogany 
tithing box, made to last, and from that year until her death at 
the age of 84, she put her tithes into that box. A single incident 
from her life may be interesting. Left alone at a comparatively 
early age, she had no one to care for her. Hearing of a stranger, 
a Cuban woman, alone and sick near by, she went and ministered 
to the dying woman, who committed her baby son to her care. 
She accepted the responsibility, and had the joy of seeing him 
grow into an earnest Christian worker. And all the while she 
continuously used her tithing box, which, after her death, was 
placed in the museum of the Woman’s Foreign Mission Society. 

Stewardship is touched by the judgment, the burden of the 
first angel’s message. A man is judged by the world according 
to his money. And this is true by the standards of heaven as 
well, but on a radically different principle. The world asks, What 
does a man have ? God asks, How does he use what he has ? The 
world judges by the amount a man gives; God looks at the pro¬ 
portion a man keeps. Hence the motives are the subject of the 
scrutiny of the judgment. 

The call for to-day in the second and third angels’ messages 
is to come out from the Babylonish doctrines and practices and 
to return to the full acknowledgment of the creatorship of God, 
of our accountability especially for the specified seventh of our 
time and the specified tenth of our income, and of His lordship 
over all our time and possessions. It is built upon utter loyalty. 
It calls for service. Be it ever remembered that the rendering 
of the tithe does not exhaust the principle of stewardship. It 
is but the beginning, the starting point. The tithe is but the 
minimum approved of God. The gospel rule is, “As God hath 
prospered” you. 1 Corinthians 16:2. Many will yet give 50 per 



THE PRACTICE OF STEWARDSHIP 


47 


cent. 75 per cent, or 90 per cent to God. Gratitude, consecration, 
and loyalty will not stop at one tenth. 

In China a native Christian was illustrating the tithing plan 
with the rice kernels. He counted out nine, then stood looking 
at the remaining one. At last he said, “Shame, shame! Is it right 
that I should have nine grains and give God only one, when He 
has done so much for me?” 

Gifts and offerings do not begin until this first obligation has 
been discharged. It must not be supposed that the Jews stopped 
with the first tithe. That was an acknowledgment of God’s sov¬ 
ereignty : but that didn’t fulfill their obligations. They gave a 
second tithe, and a third. In fact, we are told through the spirit 
of prophecy: 

A TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR CARRYING FORWARD GOD’S WORK 

“The contributions required of the Hebrews for religious 
and charitable purposes amounted to fully one fourth of their 
income. So heavy a tax upon the resources of the people might 
be expected to reduce them to poverty; but, on the contrary, the 
faithful observance of these regulations was one of the condi¬ 
tions of their prosperity. ... In the days of Israel the tithe and 
free-will offerings were needed to maintain the ordinances of 
divine service. Should the people of God give less in this age?” 
—“Patriarchs and Prophets,” page 527 . 

“The Levitical dispensation was distinguished in a remark¬ 
able manner by the sanctification of property. When we speak 
of the tithe as the standard of the Jewish contributions to reli¬ 
gious purposes, we do not speak understandingly. ... At stated 
periods, in order to preserve the integrity of the law, the people 
were interviewed as to whether they had faithfully performed 
their vows or not. A conscientious few made returns to God of 
about one third of all their income for the benefit of religious 
interests and for the poor. These exactions were not from a par¬ 
ticular class of the people, but from all, the requirement being 
proportioned according to the amount possessed. Besides all 
these systematic and regular donations, there were special ob¬ 
jects calling for free-will offerings. . . . These draughts were 
made by God upon the people for their own good, as well as to 
sustain His service.”— “Testimonies for the Church,” Vol. 4, 
pages 467, 468. 
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God, as the owner of all things, has plans involving all His 
resources for the finishing of His work among men. The very 
establishment of the church implies that ample provision was 
made for its maintenance. The founding of the church calls for 
enormous sums to carry to completion His divine plan. To con¬ 
tinue and to expand will require increasing amounts. Unques¬ 
tionably the remnant followers will be led to give increasingly 
large amounts from the nine tenths for the consummation of our 
task, as God shall lead. We can take nothing with us when we 
die—unless we send it on ahead. “Shrouds have no pockets, and 
caskets no money tills.” But God has established a transfer 
system. Many are already greatly exceeding the minimum prin¬ 
ciple of the tenth, and are giving God a quarter, a third, and 
some even a half, of their income. The heights of latter-day 
spiritual blessing and achievement will be marked by the reign 
of the Pentecostal sacrifice and consecration. 

These gifts will be loving—to carry the love of Christ to the 
whole world. They will be intelligent—our concern and prayers 
will go with them. They will be personal — given to Christ, since 
He asked us to do it for Him. They will be willing—none other 
is acceptable. They will be joyous — since they publish good 
tidings of great joy to all people. 

DEDICATE OUR ALL TO GOD 

Stewardship is thus a call to complete consecration. Can we 
who are called to consummate the great commission do better 
than that noble pioneer of modern missions, David Livingstone, 
who said: “I will place no value upon anything I have or may 
possess, except in relation to the kingdom of Christ. If anything 
I have will advance the interests of that kingdom, it shall be 
given away or kept only as by giving or keeping it I may promote 
the glory of Him to whom I owe all my hopes in time and in 
eternity.” His last birthday was one spent far away from home 
and friends in the wild jungle, amid those degraded Africans that 
lay so near to his heart. In his diary he penned these touching 
words: “My Jesus, my King, my life, my all, I again dedicate my 
whole self to Thee.” Hosts of God, let us make his reaffirmation 
ours to-day. 



